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“Small steps to big dreams”

Dear Parents and Carers,

| am delighted to be writing to you for the first time as the new
Headteacher of Clearwater Primary Academy. During the summer
holidays the staff have been working hard preparing the classrooms
and planning for the children’s return. On Monday, | met with the
teaching staff during the INSET day where | was able to share the vision
for the year ahead.

It has been a wonderful first week of term and | want to take this
opportunity to thank you all for the warm welcome | have received
from pupils, staff, and families. The start of a school year is always an
exciting time. Walking around the school this week, the classrooms feel
calm and it has been a joy to see children settling quickly into routines,
embracing new challenges, and reconnecting with friends.

This week our Early Years team have been visiting our youngest
children in their homes and getting to know them before they start
their school journey with us next week. We all appreciate that the first
day of school is a big event for any family and we will be here to
support them when they walk through the gates for the first time.

During the week, | have enjoyed visiting all the classrooms, talking to
children about their learning and seeing the pride they already take in
their work. Within our first collective worship on Tuesday, we focused
on a new school year being very much like a blank book and how
exciting that can be. | have also been struck by the kindness and
respect shown across the school — a strong reflection of the values that
make Clearwater such a special community.

In the forthcoming weeks there will be an opportunity for you to meet
your child’s class teacher. This will be a good opportunity to meet the
staff your children will be working with, where they can share key
information including expectations and routines. | aim to attend as
many of these meetings as possible. Please feel free to introduce
yourself so | can get to know more about the wider school community.

Please see the dates for the ‘Meet the Teacher’ meetings below. They
will be held at the end of the school day for each year group.

Monday 15t September - Year 6
Tuesday 16™ September - Year 5
Thursday 18™ September - Year 4
Monday 22" September - Year 3
Tuesday 23" September - Year 2
Wednesday 24t September - Year 1
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On Friday mornings, the whole school will gather to celebrate the successes of
the week in our celebration worship. During these weekly celebration
worships, class teachers will now select one pupil within their class who has
demonstrated a particular school value, produced some exceptional work or
simply gone the extra mile to make the school a better place. The children will
be awarded with a certificate which will be signed by myself and the class
teacher. These will be sent home where you can share and celebrate their
success.

From observing lunchtimes this week, | have noticed that some children are
finishing their lunch fairly quickly and then are eager to play outside.
However, the current system in place means that children are required to stay
seated until all the children in their year group have finished eating. This can
lead to an increase in noise level and can be unsettling for some of our
children. This week we have trialled a new system with some of our Key Stage
Two classes where pupils can leave to play outside after 10 minutes. The
majority of children have found this a positive experience and we have
maximised their play time. | do understand that some children may feel
rushed but please be assured that they are always told they can stay in the
hall as long as they need to. | will reiterate this to the children and staff again
and will continue to monitor lunchtimes going forward.

| will be sending two official school newsletters every half term. The first
newsletter will always be sent at the end of the first week and include key
dates for the diary and any significant school changes. The second newsletter
will be more of a celebration and class information newsletter. | have asked
teachers to produce a page of information where they highlight successes and
learning experiences from the half term which will include small write ups and
pictures from key learning. Please share this with your child so they can
discuss their learning with you at home.

Looking ahead, my priority is to build on the many strengths of the school
while working with pupils, parents, and staff to ensure that every child feels
happy, safe, and challenged to achieve their very best.

Thank you once again for your support and encouragement as we begin this
new academic year together. | look forward to getting to know you and your
children more closely in the weeks and months ahead.

Mr D Walters
Headteacher

Our School Vision

We aim to provide
educational excellence
inspired by the world
around us. To grow curious,
responsible and confident
learners within a caring
community, in partnership
with our families, upholding
our Christian values.

Our School Values

Joy
Community
Compassion

Courage
Respect

Responsibility




