
Reception have had another busy yet 
fun-filled term! We have been 
explored

We have been learning all about the 
past and really enjoyed discovering 
and exploring our Old Toy Museum. 
We were very lucky to hear from 
some grandparents who were talking 
all about their favourite toys from 
when they were little- we had the 
opportunity to ask them some 
questions and we even got to play 
with some of these!

PE has been a highlight for us. We 
have been practising our football 
skills-dribbling, trapping, passing, 
shooting and saving the ball. We have 
had to use and develop our spatial 
awareness, coordination and balance.  

We enjoyed becoming artists this 
term! We were inspired by Kadinsky 
and have been collaging and painting 
using circles and lots of bright 
colours. We spent time exploring 
colour mixing too which we 
absolutely loved!

We have worked so hard this term 
and are very excited to see what next 
term has in store for us. 

Reception Our 
highlights 
this term

Spring Term 1
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Year 1A Our 
highlights 
this term

1A have had a great term! In music 
we have been learning how to play 
the glockenspiel. We have learnt the 
notes- C, D and E. We practised 
playing these notes to the beat of a 
song that we learnt ‘Let’s brush our 
teeth’. We also had a go at free-styling 
with our playing to different beats- we 
sounded fantastic! 

In science we have been finding out 
about animals- types of animals, what 
animals eat and using scientific 
words! We found out about 6 animal 
groups- birds, insects, mammals, fish, 
reptiles and amphibians. As a class we 
sorted pictures of animals into these 6 
groups, and we also grouped animals 
based on whether they were 
carnivores, herbivores or omnivores. 

We’ve had lots of fun in computing- 
using the bee-bots and programming 
them o move around a map. We even 
designed our own maps to use. With 
our partner, we took it in turns to 
input the algorithm into the bee-bot 
and choose the route the bee-bot had 
to travel. 
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Year 1B Our 
highlights 
this term

1B have had a fantastic term ! In RE 
we have been learning about Muslims 
and what it is like for them to live in 
Britain, the children have worked hard 
to distinguish between similarities 
and differences and learnt about 
different celebrations. 

In science we have been finding out 
about  types of animals, We found out 
about 6 animal groups- birds, insects, 
mammals, fish, reptiles and 
amphibians. As a class we sorted 
pictures of animals into these 6 
groups, and we also grouped animals 
based on whether they were 
carnivores, herbivores or omnivores. 
The children have also learnt about 
the animals diets.  

The children have enjoyed computing- 
using the bee-bots and programming 
them to move around whilst giving 
their partner instructions. We used 
maps and cards to follow instructions 
on where the bee bots need to go, 
the children worked hard in pairs to in 
put algorithms. 
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Year 2A Our 
highlights 
this term

We have had another fantastic term in 2A, 
including our exciting trip to the SS Great 
Britain! The children were amazing, and it 
was wonderful to hear them confidently 
answering questions using the knowledge 
they have gained in their history lessons 
about Isambard Kingdom Brunel.

In Literacy, we have continued to develop 
our writing skills, focusing on statement 
sentences, questions and commas in a list. 
The children have really enjoyed putting 
these skills into practice when writing 
recounts of our recent trip.

In Maths, we have been learning the 2, 5 
and 10 times tables. The children have 
received their Times Table Rockstars log-ins 
to help them practise at home, and Mrs 
Pearson will be setting some fun challenges 
over the coming term to support them in 
consolidating their learning.

In Science, the children have been 
exploring different materials and their uses. 
They particularly enjoyed investigating 
which material would be best for Hoppity’s 
school bag. Each group reported their 
findings and decided that the material used 
for ‘bags for life’ was best, as it was 
waterproof and strong. They also enjoyed 
exploring which materials are transparent, 
translucent and opaque.

Finally, in Art, the children have been 
inspired by the work of Vincent Van Gogh 
and Charlie Mackesy to develop their 
drawing skills. This week, they created their 
own Indian ink pictures, beautifully 
reflecting the styles of these artists.
.



What a busy term we have had in 
Year 2! 
A definite highlight was our trip to 
the SS Great Britain where we 
travelled back in time, hammered 
rivets for the ship, dressed up and 
launched the ship!
In Literacy, we have been learning 
all about how to write questions, 
statements and commas in a list. 
We have put these into practice 
throughout all of our writing this 
term. 
In Maths, we have begun learning 
the 2, 5 and 10 times tables. The 
children have been given logins to 
TimesTable Rockstars so they can 
consolidate their learning at home. 
In computing, we have been having 
lots of fun with the BeeBots to 
better understand how algorithms 
work. 
In Art, we created some beautiful 
pieces of work inspired by Charlie 
Mackesy and Vincent Van Gogh.
In Music, we have been exploring 
improvisation using the 
glockenspiels. The children were 
particularly proficient at the call and 
response activities!

Year 2B Our 
highlights 
this term

Spring Term 1



Year 3A Our 
highlights 
this term Spring Term 1

 What an incredible term we’ve had! The 
class have been exploring pointillism, an 
art technique where tiny dots of pure 
colour are applied to a surface to create an 
image. We learned how our eyes and 
brains "blend" these separate dots 
together to create new colours. To master 
this art technique, we used cotton buds  to  
create a colour wheel and recreate 
Georges Seurat’s, ‘La Tour Eiffel.’  

In our History lessons, we have created 
descriptive newspaper reports to explain 
the lives of Victorian children who 
worked. We compared our own school 
days to the long, 16-hour shifts many 
children faced during the Industrial 
Revolution. Please ask your child what a 
Victorian bird scarer, maid or coal miner 
did for a living  - as these were some of the 
roles that they were fascinated by!

To keep our previous learning sharp, we 
have been using retrieval practice to recall 
facts about the Stone Age. We’ve been 
testing ourselves on words like 
Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic.

Thank you for supporting our pom-pom 
treat. We had a fun time sharing special 
teddies, books and card games from home. 
Don’t forget our Times Table Tournament 
is live and finishes on the 2nd of March.       
We hope you have a great half-term!



It has been a short, but busy term in 
3B! The children have enjoyed reading 
our class text, The Miraculous Journey 
of Edward Tulane. It has been lovely to 
see so many children inspired to have 
their own copy of the text!

In maths we have been looking at 
fractions- which we know can often be 
really tricky, but in true 3B style the 
children have been really confident 
with them. 

In Science we have enjoyed learning 
about forces and magnets. In one 
lesson we investigated how different 
surfaces can affect the distance 
something travels. It was so much fun 
and the children made some 
fantastic predictions.

In PE we have been learning lots of 
football skills. As always the children 
have impressed us with their skills, 
sportsmanship and competitiveness!

We have been embracing a new 
curriculum in RE and have been 
learning about Humanists. We were 
lucky to have a visit from Phil, from 
Gloucestershire Humanists and he 
spoke about life as a Humanist and 
things Humanists do in Gloucestershire.

Year 3B Our 
highlights 
this term Spring Term 1
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Wow what a term 4A have had! I 
am so proud of the determination 
and motivation I have seen within 
some pretty tricky topics this term! 

4A have been practicing how to 
write direct speech effectively with 
the correct use of punctuation. 
They have used the characters in 
our class book- The boy at the back 
of class – to do this! I am excited to 
read their Big Writes which include 
funny pranks that could occur 
within a school! 

We have been focusing on 
Gymnastics within PE lessons – 
creating balances, practicing a 
variety of jumps using the 
equipment and thinking of different 
ways to travel. 

4A have shown grit and 
determination when challenged to 
solve 2-step word problems using 
the addition and subtraction 
method. Seeing their confidence 
grow has been so good to see! 

Year 4A Our 
highlights 
this term



Year 4B Our 
highlights 
this term Spring Term 1

This term Year 4 have been working 

hard in Design and Technology. Here 

they are creating their Night light 

prototypes. They cut cardboard, 

assembled their structures and painted 

their models for a child who was scared 

of the dark. 

In Gymnastics Year 4 have been 

practicing balancing, they have also 

created letter formations and number 

formations using a series of poses. Can 

you guess the message on the left?

In Science, 4B made simple circuits and 

worked with a variety of conductors 

and insulators as part of a practical. 

They even managed to create more 

complex circuits with buzzers and 

motors. 



Year 5 

Spring Term 1

It has been a fantastic term in Year 5! 
We have enjoyed reading our core 
text Floodland by Marcus Sedgwick. 
The children even cheered at the 
end when the main character found 
her parents.

In Science, we learned about air 
resistance. We loved running in the 
playground using different sized 
materials. We found out that an 
object with a larger surface area 
would have greater air resistance. 
We also made our own plasticine 
shapes and investigated how the 
shape of the object affects water 
resistance.

Our History topic has been 
fascinating. We’ve thoroughly 
delighted in learning all about Henry 
VIII and his wives. The children 
thought it was hilarious that he 
regarded Anne of Cleeves as a horse!

Finally in Music, we have learned to 
sing The Fresh Prince of Bel Air and 
improvised alongside the melody 
using glockenspiels.  

Our 
highlights 
this term



In English, the children delved deep 
into Pig-Heart Boy by Malorie 
Blackman as their core text, 
engaging with powerful themes and 
producing impressive formal 
discussion writing. They explored 
complex ethical questions around 
the use of animals for human gain, 
showing empathy and strong 
reasoning skills in their arguments.

In History, pupils have been equally 
captivated by debates surrounding 
the repatriation of the Benin 
Bronzes. They examined differing 
viewpoints, historical context and 
issues of ownership and justice,  
leading to some insightful and 
respectful discussions.

Art lessons have focused on 
landscape, artistic style and the use 
of colour hues and palettes, .

In PSHE, we have had some 
gripping and important learning 
around online behaviours and drug 
awareness, helping pupils stay safe, 
make informed choices and develop 
healthy personal boundaries.

Year 6 Our 
highlights 
this term Spring Term 1
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